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Monterey County Agriculture



Geography of Salinas 

Valley
• Flat and >85 miles long

• 640,000 acres

• Moderate Climate - 68°
average temp.

• Mediterranean-like 

Summers

• Over 2 million acres of land 

in County

• Over 1 million acres of 

rangeland

Agriculture in Monterey County



Key Watershed

Salinas River



Agricultural Productivity

Acre value/year

Nationwide Average =         $500    

Statewide Average =         $2,700

Monterey County Average    =         $16,000

Monterey County contributes nearly 10% of the state’s
agricultural production on 2% of state’s farm land



(In billions & rounded up)

1. Fresno $7.03

2. Tulare $6.98 (2016)

3. Kern $6.88 (2016)

4. Monterey $4.43

5. Stanislaus $3.65

6. Merced $3.59 (2016)

7. San Joaquin     $2.53

8. Ventura $2.07

9.  Kings $2.02

10. Madera $1.98

Top Ten Ag Counties 2017



• $8.1 billion total

• Additional $2.08 billion with multiplier effects

• Responsible for 55,702 jobs, total of 24% of 

Monterey County's 235,425 jobs

• Additional 20,352 jobs made possible by agricultural  

companies and employee expenditures

• Ag business taxes amounted to more than 

$100 million in local taxes

Highlights



County Agricultural Industry

Extensive Related Industries and Services 
Service Companies

Trucking, Distribution

Coolers, Packing

Field Supplies

Advertising/Sales

Insurance

Banking

Legal

Research

Health Care

Education



Monterey County’s

Agricultural Exports Trade Partners

Export Destinations: 2017



Exports by Commodity: 2017



Pest Exclusion



Monterey County Agricultural Commissioner
http://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/agricultural-commissioner#ag

• Henry S. Gonzales

• Agricultural Commissioner

• County of Monterey

• 1428 Abbott Street

• Salinas, CA 93901

• (831) 759-7325


